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“Where the Mediterranean meets the Alps™ is o fuir elaim for
Lake Cianda ax s sub-tropecal chimiate thrves under the sanshine:
anmd ¥s profected from the northerly winds by the high Alpine:
foothills. Lemons grow here and people came histoncally to
convalesee, And, with their imagination and eye, the lalinns
really know how to make the maest of often small . steep termain,
The Iake i 200 feet above sem level and the steep, rugged cliffs
are in the porth while the softer hills are southwards,

The lakeside tooans hoive a pleasing stmslanty with bong waterfnont
boulevards dotted with cafés, bars, churches, colowred houses
and bitele marinas. There's preturesgue Sali, the ever-popular
Simueone peminsular, boasilhing Garda wath sts lovely ochne
Patlarzo del Capitand sl with s perfect promenade abong which o
strgtch thee begs potng se G s the neighbowring town of Basdolino,
T ¢ome to Gardone Riviera and listened to the sound of bobhing
bost= and rippling shores and watched the range of watererafl
from pleasure bouts (o ferries amd, o8 night. | could see how
under-populated il was from the ek of lights,

Grand Hot Gangdons

I stayed a1 the town's histone Grand Hotel Gardone
iwww.grandhotelgardone iten/). The charscteriul tower with
its “Grand Hotel” in gold mosaies i= very much the symbol of
the hotel and is often reproduced in old posters, s now o
combination of six buildings that stretch forever along the
waterfront with long comidors beading to a traditional and
homely suite of rooms: a sitting reom, reading room, dinmg
rocn, 4 masie lounge, billiand rocan amd a chammingly slow
old-fashioned Nlife, The large drwing room originally wos
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effulgent with 2. 400 candles as the great and the pood Nocked
hene with goeds melsdimg Nabokow mad Somerset AMangham
and more recently Schwarzkop!l and Schroder. Chorchill
himself stayed in room 310,

At the eighbouning gty 1 enpoved o bespoke outing from Lake
Ciands Boat Trps (www.heehomtservice com). | imogined niysell
howse hunting as 1 explored too beawtiful villas, whose private
awnership lemt o special sense to the epicentre of the lake. Wiih
ke enganee off the stillness was mesmenc,  Tsola o Garda is utterly
dreamy with its cormorants and heron cobony, its pines, silvery
olives, pink oleander. cypresses and boupmnvillea, It has 2
heemvenly calm pertugrs from the possablity that 31 Francis hameelf
ance visited the island when it was a monastery. Amd, on the
enstorn sice of the like, stcking out on o promontony, is Punt:
di San Vigilio, Named after a bishop wivo brought Christianity
here in as early as the 4th century, 1t 15 sull divine, The
sand-colowred plaster is hammontous with its natural setting of
rocks, inees and water. Indead with its nentrality there's no need
1o embellish the beawty., Under a vine-coloupad pergola there's
a cald and nearby a boutique and lusther along straight avenees
abong which to walk in silent reverence.

I disembarked 1o enpoy an evening walk along the promenads
whene right at the end of the mini-marina, with omnge trees
omiside wos the Sovoy Palice (htipafswwwanvoy palacedven’).
It welcomied nie from afir with its clegant pake blue and white
shutters. [ swished through the fronds of the palmson i1 ground
lewel instead of descending the hotel's spiral staingase 10 enjoy
A dkehighaing] dinner.

Aard it was i Gargnano et 1 oas mext to stay af Villa Gialia
(www,villagiulin ity Onee a private femily summerhowse, it's
e i beantiful, lanpe howse with Gothie and *Lberty” anchitectune,
ol by thee erwrgetic amd culiorsd Barbors Bianchi Bombarde ],
It's chearly her personal and chenished dream. Peonies in full
ragrand bicom welcomed me throwgh ihe gate, aleng with Ciecio
and Gas, Barbara's miniatune Schaaweer dogs, The gardens and
termoes shope down o the lakiessde, There siee palm nees, nocreous
olive trees and clipped box hedges, All = pristine, measured
and excpnsite. Frnged vambrel s danee mthe wamd, T all looks
ot at the mapestie Monte Baldo, whose snow-capped slopes
offer 2 dramastic contrast in wmpertore w the sen and wind
b low,

wener.countryside-lavie.com



Hobol Veln Clagka

Along the shore [ walked to o hamlet called Villa where the
Alps are o thear cleanest and whene thene's 3 ngical Title maring
lesting cight boats aned too restanranix. Here 1 reached Villa
Bettoni (https:fwww.villabettoniitZlangsen). On the lake
siche ierrace | imagined what is must have been like armiving by
bt 1o dock beside the magestic Ggade of the length of the
baulding, Crossing the rooml by o brsdie ook e o Qe raonumsntal
garden with i wermces, fountains and even a “aymphacom’.
The villa is like a2 private. informal musenm and booking 1s
mamckatory and, i you choose the gl day, vou'll e sccompanicd
by & member of the Tumily.

I Beft the mext day to go (o the noshemn Gp of the lake and after
a number of impressive tunmels [ came oot ot Limesse, Her
abundanee of cllnis ees 15 meeal 1o be '-\'II:.' e bcals ave
the longest life expectancy. They grow an cnommous spocics
called “codro’ kemons, which they protect mwinter nmomhs with
glass panels assembled on the tiers and boards that ane laicd
s U Bowms,

Here | boarded the wonderiul yesiervear boat Siora Veronica
(hitpfwwwsioraveronica.comlen’) and walked up amd down
the long 1cak gallery besade the Beaunfully mantancd ackle
and ko= amd leather apparaiues as the boat efforlessiy glided
up 1o the top of the lake to Riva del Ganda where a onlla of
sailing hoats was owt a1 play. | was expericncing ihe here amd
now o 3 groned scale in o boat that sent me back o o previous
era, l:l:u.'lhrﬂﬂl'h."\l.l Vel present, :II‘:I\:II.F_ l::lllql_uil waber thal Wik so
still and sensual.

In refercnee toothe lemons and deep blue lake with s “yellow
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UK airponis and many intemational dedtinations).
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Clasae Colleemen Holidays 0500 04T 1064, classde-colloction.couk offoms 3 nighis ot Due Torn Hotel, Vesona from £912 por person
Prive hased on 2 adulis shaning o clcae room on a bed & hreakifas basis and inebades netmrm Mights from Losdon Gamwiek to Veron amd

Aclam had funhes suppont (rom www gatwickexpress.com and wawwholidayexiras.coub (who offer simport launges at all majos

eross on blue” Mag is the city of Verona, my final destination
an hour's dnve away, Lkeew i was poing o be rther special,
it Bszinnge thee settimg fof o less than two ol Shakespeane’s plays.

Famtastically sstuated, yands from the nver Adige and bang opposite
Sant” Anastasia, one of Verona's lirger churches and, minutes
sy Trom all the sites, wir my bast hotel the delightiul Hodel
e Torm  (hitps:ifhotelductorri.ductorrihotels.comien).
Originally o 14th century antigue inn. it has a Linge castle-Tike
imterior with frescocd ceahings, [1s [ith foor panosamic lemaee
lerorks down om il uni form brown-liled rooflops of the city
centre and bere thens s a rl.'u.1[!|.|F|- bar.

1M |;il}' cenlne 1% nu.:n;iful[_',' |.||:|\|:t|'-i.|l, 1l are 3 Whiemee p:rrk W,
just respectivlly preserved with mo mibhash or advens, Itis all
highly walkable along its maze of streets bordered by old
crenellated buildings with colourfel Irescocs acting as 3 stalus
symbol as are the raised outdeor tombs of the great and the
gomnd Beligving themselves 1o be burted ¢loser to heaven.

I wandered down via Filipgang. part of & picturesge, quiet and
unspalt neighbourhood wilh s cobourful ouses and laundry-
ilr:..inl:‘l:l:d-;;ﬂii..'h. I ws thee wllinf_ ﬁ:u'|1r_'|'1|.||:|,:h althe 1.'l'|.:|.r||'|i||r_
Orsterin Dogana Veera which offers auihentse meals, full salely
of Jocals with all the cooking and serving done by its two owners,
| marvelled m how the ltalians make such delicious meals out
ol sormselimses the most basie ingn;di-:l:ll:i as | savoured the e
in my "“pappandelle cob basi®.

Drcamy, exquisite, relinsd and measured. All adjectives that
undeniably apply to the lialian way.




